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19th C. Hand-Mades and Artfull Books

This little list of a dozen book-making treasures by professionals and amateurs covering the 19th century from the 1830s on, with a brief step into the Age of Enlightenment, represents a personal belief in the endurance of the book-as-object. As always, please call or e-mail with inquiries. Enjoy!

Late 19th century Scrapbook for “Emily A. Thorn/ from her brother/ Mortimer//X’mas 1879” according to the inscription on the first free endpaper. Fifty-eight pages in all, each with two or more pasted-in printed cards, bookplates, advertisements, and blank invitation cards, most from unnamed sources, but a few copyrighted, such as those marked “Engraved and Copyrighted by J. A. Lowell & Co., Boston,” or “Copyrighted by John A. Lowell & Co.” and dated 1878-9; others by the Mercantile Printing & Stationery Company of New York, Devlin & Company Clothiers (printed by Meyer, Merkel & Ottmann, Hodgman & Company, New York Reed & Barton, the silver makers. Subject matter varies widely: some appear to be from an Oriental series of still lifes with typical bamboo foliage motifs and fans, others feature birds or sailing ships. Another group features portraits of women; rustic scenes, one labeled “Saratoga Mt McGregor & Lake George R.R.”, another from Richfield Springs (New York), and one from Lake Como, Italy; a political card “To the Voters of Kings County”; personal cards; a folded business card from Providence Shell Works. Nearly all are rectangular, but several are printed on the diagonal with rounded corners that are probably menu cards. All but the three on the last page are printed in black and white; those are chromolithographs of brilliantly colored birds. All of the cards and pages are in Fine condition; none has glue coming through. The scrapbook itself is in near-Fine condition with light wear to corners and spine ends: rust-colored boards, stamped and decorated with black, gilt and silver decorations. A wonderful collection of late 19th century stationery and engraving.  $500.00
Title Pages and Designs Adopted by Various English and Foreign Publishers, 1842. A 26-page notebook with the title inscribed in ink inside an elaborate fruit-and-flower cartouche to the first page. Examples as indicated in the title pasted onto the following pages from the 18th and early 19th centuries, several from various editions of “A Short Introduction of Grammar”, and representing publishers from London, Eton, Oxford, Bath, Paris, Amsterdam, Geneva, Hanover, Venice, and other cities. A very particular collection apparently, although nothing is known of the compiler except what can be deduced from his/her choices. In a notebook covered with paper decorated in blue devices. Overall condition is near-Fine. $150.00.
The Book of Family Crests: Comprising nearly every bearing and its blazonry, sub-names of bearers, dictionary of mottos, British and foreign orders of knighthood, glossary of terms, and upward of four thousand engravings, illustrative of peers, baronets, and nearly every family bearing arms in England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland and the Colonies, est. The eleventh edition in two volumes. London: R. Washbourne, 1865. 6-3/4” x 4-3/4” bound in blue-marbled red half calf with banded and gilt-decorated spines. In Very Good condition: on both volumes spine ends are scuffed as are leather corners, but bindings are tight. Marbled endpapers. All illustrations are in Volume I. $175.00.

Schliemann, Dr. Henry, Mycenae; A Narrative of Researches and Discoveries at Mycenae and Tiryns. The Preface by the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, M.P. Maps, Plans, and Other Illustrations. Representing more than 700 types of the objects found in the royal sepulchers of Mycenae and elsewhere in the excavations (New York: Scribner, Armstrong & Company, 1878). The absolute classic on the subject, 384 pages of text illustrated with more than 540 engravings, with Vignettes at the head of each of the 10 chapters, a number of foldouts, four colored plates of the terra cotta objects, and eight plans.  In near-Fine condition, with illustrated stamped binding with gilt decorations to front board and spine. Label affixed to first free endpaper from the 1881-2 season of The Stoddard Lectures, and a hint to the rear free endpaper that a similar label has been removed. Spine tight but starting at front; moderated edge wear; otherwise, bright and solid. $150.00.
The Manual of Heraldry, Being a Concise Description of the Several Terms Used, and Containing a Dictionary of Every Designation in the Science Illustrated by Four Hundred Engravings on Wood (Edinburgh: John Grant, 1894). The New Edition. Produced early in Victoria’s reign, but well into the Industrial Age, this little book must have come in handy for the captains of industry when it came to the gentry, although descriptions like “an incorporated lion gardant in the fess point” may have given them some pause. Fine condition in red stamped boards with black and gilt decoration.  $25.00.
Spectacle de la Nature, ou entretiens sur les particularités de l’histoire naturelle, qui ont paru les plus propres á render les Jeunes-Gens curieux, & áleur former l’esprit. Tome Sixième. Contenant ce qui regard L’Homme en Sociètè. Paris: Chez les Freres Estienne, 1768. New Edition. Text in French. Illustrated with frontispiece engraving and 30 fold-out plates, mostly of manufacturing machinery and processes. In Very Good condition, with scuffing to edges and corners and a pronounced scrape to front cover; hinge just starting; edges of most of the fold-out plates worn from being improperly folded back into position over the years. An intriguing snapshot of France under Louis XV just before the Revolution. $75.00.
Emil Presuhn, Les Décorations Murales de Pompéi, á l’usage des artistes, des écoles industrielles et des amis de l’Antiquité…accompagnées de 24 planches, d’après les dessins originaux de Discanno, executes en chromolithographie par Steeger, et suivies d’un plan topographique des Peintures de Pompéi.  Translated from the German into French by A. Giraud-Teulon, Professor at the University of Geneva.  Published in Leipzig by T. G. Weigel, Libraire, and printed in Geneva by Ramboz & Schuchardt in 1878.  This edition is 12-7/8” x 9-7/8”, slightly larger than other contemporary editions that combined two volumes into one; it is beautifully bound in red boards with very fresh gilt decorations and white moiré endpapers. Despite the title page, there are in fact 59 gorgeous color plates and a map of the site, meticulously made, each plate hand-numbered in pencil in the upper right corner. All tissue guards present and in Fine condition. Overall, this volume is in Fine condition with a bit of wear to the corners.  $850.00.
Four issues of Jornal Encyclopedico, Tom. 1, No. 1, Novembro de 1836 through No. 4, Fefereiro de 1837. Text in Portuguese. 94 pages in all, with engravings  (a cathedral in Batalha, a Sphinx, Napoleon’s visit to Frederic the Great in Potsdam, piano sheet music for the William Tell Waltz, a marten, and a portrait of Galileo). The frontispiece to the first issue is pasted into the cover of a notebook; the hinge is cracked at the second page. Overall, the paper-covered boards are in about Fair condition with wear to corners, scraping to spine and covers. Still, an historical document with a unique perspective.  $100.00.
Four volumes, Fashions of London probably library bound, with leather spines and corners and marbled/watermarked boards in Fine condition. Although the spine titles cite London, there are many plates of Parisian fashions from the magazines of the day. Most plates are marked “published by R. Philips, No 71, St Pauls Churchyard”. The 1798-1801 volume has 118 color lithographed plates of dresses and head gear, most of them dated with month and year; one is captioned “dresses worn by the princesses on the terrace at Windsor”; a gatefold is captioned “the dress of the Princess Augusta on the King’s Birth Day June 4 1799”. The 1802-1804 volume has 166 plates; the gatefold shows nine women and two men on “Promenade in Kensington Gardens”. The 1804-1806 volume has 107 plates and a surviving title page, “The Fashions of London and Paris During the Years 1804, 1805, & 1806”. One gatefold is torn at the fold; another shows a pattern.  The 1807-1809 volume has 98 plates and no gatefold.  Nearly all of the plates are without foxing or staining, having been painstakingly preserved by the binding. A comprehensive and, taken all together, stunning resource for fashion in this period.  You know the BBC costume department has copies, so why don’t you?  Best sold as a lot.  $500.00.
TERMS: All items subject to prior sale.
Payment: Cash (US$), checks drawn in US funds on US banks, USPS money orders, PayPal (please wait for an invoice), Visa, MasterCard, Discover Card. U.S. institutions billed with a purchase order number.

Shipping: Items shipped within the US via Priority Mail, charge to be determined by zip code and weight; all shipments over US$100 insured. Overseas shipments billed at cost, determined at time of order, plus a modest handling charge.

Returns:  Items may be returned in the condition shipped within 10 days of your receipt of them for store credit, including one-way shipping.
